Video Notes: Battle for Canada
· In 1759 the Battle for Quebec during the French and Indian War determined which country would control North America. 

· By 1750 the French claimed Canada and the Louisiana Territory.

· The English Hudson Bay Colony, New England, and Virginia were all growing and threatening France’s control over North America.

· The French appointed Louis-Joseph de Montcalm to coordinate the defense of New France. When he arrived, he wanted to recreate his estate as it appeared in Southern France.

· Montcalm was an old fashioned general and fought in long battle lines. The soldiers resented their post in New France.

· French settlers originally came for fur trading but many built families and homes in America.

· Montcalm was vain, arrogant, and short tempered. Quebec’s Governor Pierre de Rigaud, Marquis de Vaudreuil-Cavagnial hated Montcalm.
· At first Montcalm defeated the British in border battles against the British.

· William Pitt had significant plans for British expansion in North America and wanted to take control of French lands. He saw that he needed to control the St Lawrence River to defeat France in Canada.

· Pitt chose James Wolf to lead a sea invasion of Canada.

· Louisburg was the strongest French fortress in America (built in 1720). This posed a problem for the British.

· Everything about Louisburg was essentially French. 

· In June 1758 Wolf men stormed a beach 2-miles from Louisburg. Next, they targeted the fortress and war raged all summer near the fortress.

· British boats laid siege to the fortress and small French fleet. On July 26, 1758, after 52 days of fighting the French surrendered.

· Wolf’s goal was to achieve glory for his country. Wolf’s second in command humiliated him.
· With the loss of Louisburg, Quebec became vulnerable. Only half of France’s 16,000 troops were trained. Montcalm and Vaudreuil asked for reinforcements but France could spare none due to fighting in Europe.

· William Pitt planned to capture Quebec. Wolf would sail up the St. Lawrence River and British ground troops would also march towards Quebec.

· June 6, 1759, 119 British ships set sail from Louisburg towards Quebec. British land forces also began their march.

· The French lit beacon fires along the St. Lawrence River indicating the British advancement and the people of Quebec began to panic.
· Montcalm adopted a defensive strategy and waited for the British attack.

· Most of the British fleet successfully made it up the river to Quebec. 

· On June 24, 1759 the British arrived at Quebec. Montcalm was furious at Vaudreuil for failing to put defenses along the riverbank as Montcalm had requested.

· The British began fortifying the riverbank opposite Quebec. Quebec was surrounded by water and cliffs on three sides and stone walls on the other.

· Both sides prepared for battle and their leaders exchanged gifts of food and wine according to tradition.
· On July 12, 1759 Wolf began the bombardment of Quebec. His cannons fired 1-mile across the river at Quebec. The port area was reduced to rubble but Montcalm believed that he could hold out. He believed the British would leave before winter.

· Food in Quebec ran scarce due to the British blockade and there was not enough to last through the winter. Montcalm gambled on the weather.

· In late July Wolf ordered a direct assault on Montcalm’s cliffside fortress. Wolf lost 433 of his best men in the attack. Wolf also lost the confidence of his own men.

· Montcalm brought all men from the surrounding land for the defense.

· The British then burned all the fields and villages around Quebec. Wolf’s methods were hailed at home but shocking to the French.

· Montcalm sat tight and prayed. Wolf’s health was worsening (liver and kidney failure) and knew time was limited.

· Wolf and his advisers agreed to land the British troops at the Anse du Foulon (up the river from Quebec) scale the cliffs and then to advance through the Plains of Abraham into Quebec. 

· September 12, 1759 Wolf read a poem to his troops, Gray’s Elegy in a Country Church Yard, which ended with the line “the paths of glory lead but to the grave.”

· On September 13- the elite British troops headed out and pretended that they were delivering a grain shipment (many spoke fluent French).

· After the crumbling cliffs the British finally reached the Plains of Abraham. The only path up the cliffs was unguarded by the French.
· 4,500 British soldiers climbed the cliffs. The French were shocked and surprised.

· Montcalm now assembled 5,000 men to fight in ordinary lines on the Plains of Abraham against the British.

· The French group of soldiers and farmers charged the British lines and fired as they went in a disorganized assault.

· Just as he gave the order to charge, a sniper hit Wolf and killed him.

· Montcalm was also mortally wounded and he knew that he had lost Quebec.

· After the Battle of Quebec, much of New France became the British.

· With the French threat removed the American Colonists pushed for independence from the British and 20-years later gained independence after the Revolutionary War.
